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Cycling Canada is carefully following the evolution of the coronavirus on the global and domestic level 
and how it may impact programs and policies. Unless otherwise required by exceptional and unforeseen 
circumstances related to the impact of the coronavirus, Cycling Canada will respect published programs 
and policies as written.  
  
However, situations related to the coronavirus pandemic may arise that require programs or policies to 
be modified. Any modifications will be made promptly and as often as required following developments 
that directly affect the program or policy. In such circumstances, any modifications will be communicated 
to all affected individuals as soon as possible. 
  
Further, situations may arise that do not allow a program or policy to be modified or applied as written 
due to time constraints or other exceptional and unforeseen circumstances. In such situations, any 
decision, including selection decisions, will be made by the individual(s) with decision-making authority, 
as stated in the relevant policy, in consultation with the relevant individual(s) or committee(s) (as 
applicable), and in accordance with the stated performance objectives and selection philosophy and 
approach as stated herein. Should it be necessary to make any decision in this manner, Cycling Canada 
will communicate with all affected individuals as soon as possible. 
 
 

2021-22 CONTEXT 

 
The 2021 season, similar to 2020, is proving to be challenging when it comes to programming and building 
selection criteria due to the worldwide pandemic causing the postponement and cancellation of many 
events, most notably the postponement of the Tokyo Olympic Games. The postponement of the Games 
means we are currently trying to support a big stream of development athletes, while remaining focused 
on the delivery of our Olympic plan, all while navigating the various international (and domestic) travel 
restrictions and public health guidelines, both of which have had an impact on the delivery of our camps 
and domestic competition opportunities.  
 
Among the key considerations that guided the development of these criteria are: 

• The need to support the delivery of our Olympic plan for an additional year, when our focus for 
2021-2022 would have otherwise been development programs. 

• The current (and expected) international and domestic travel and public health restrictions due 
to Covid-19 and their impacts 

o Uncertainty around the ability to travel domestically and to host training camps and 
selection camps in Canada  

o Ability to travel to competitions 
o Additional costs of quarantine in other countries or upon return to Canada 
o Availability of staff when quarantine is required upon return 

• The World Championships qualification system 
o While there is usually an obligation for a nation to participate in the continental 

championships and Junior World Championships to be eligible for the Elite World 
Championships, it is uncertain if the UCI will be granting exemptions to the rules due to 
coronavirus 
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• The 2024 qualification period 
o While the Paris 2024 Olympic qualification period hasn’t started yet, the year prior is 

usually an important year for athletes to score points and start the qualification period 
in a good position. However due to the pandemic, there is a lot of uncertainty regarding 
world rankings and how the UCI will manage the impact of travel restrictions and 
inability to compete for certain countries. 

• The balancing act between providing opportunities for international competitions while limiting 
the risk of transmission or exposure to Covid-19 

o Cycling Canada has been regularly reviewing its guidelines on national team travel 
during the pandemic. The latest version published in February 2021 restates that when 
it is time to make a decision on attending an event or not, the underlying principle is 
that we must prioritize the health and well-being of athletes and support staff, and 
minimizing the potential spread of the coronavirus, ahead of sporting considerations. 

 

KEY DATES – 2021 TRACK SEASON 

 
The major events of the 2021-22 track season and selection dates are as follows: 
 

Dates Event Location Selection date 

April 22-25, 2021 UCI Nations Cup I (CANCELLED) Newport, GBR - 

May 13-16, 2021 UCI Nations Cup I Hong Kong HKG Not Attending 

June 23-27, 2021 Pan American Track Championships Lima PER Week of May 24 

July 8-11, 2021 UCI Nations Cup II St. Petersburg RUS Not attending* 
Sept. 1-5, 2021 UCI Junior Track World Championships Cairo EGY See note** 

Sept. 9-12, 2021 UCI Nations Cup III Cali COL See note*** 

Aug. 2-8, 2021 Olympic  Games Izu JAP See note** 

Oct. 13-17, 2021 UCI Track World Championships TBA Week of Sept. 12 

 
* This event was added to the calendar on May 31 and travel restrictions made it impossible to attend 
** Covered in separate selection criteria published on the Cycling Canada website.  
*** Postponed from June 3-6 

 
Given the considerations mentioned at the beginning of this document, Cycling Canada is taking a 
strategic approach to each of the major events in the track season as outlined in the selection criteria 
below. 
 
These strategic considerations may change as the season progresses based on changing circumstances 
and financial realities. In particular, events continue to be cancelled or postponed, and the elite world 
championships location remains to be announced. 
 
Selection dates are subject to change. 
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SPECIFIC SELECTION CRITERIA 

 
PAN AMERICAN TRACK CHAMPIONSHIPS  
(June 23-27, 2021; Lima PER) 

• This event has already taken place. 
 
 
UCI NATIONS CUP III 
(Sept. 9-12, 2021; Cali COL) 

• Selections for this event have been completed. 
 
 
UCI TRACK WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS  
(Oct.13-17, 2021; location TBA) 

Selection Date: September 17, 2021 

Selection considerations: 

• Canada can only enter events for which we have qualified a quota 

• Athletes who are selected are required to attend the preparation camp in Milton, ON, from 
Sept. 19 to departure date for worlds 

• Athletes selected to the endurance team will be expected to be a member of the Team Pursuit 
team at the Championships 

Objectives: 

• Performance outcomes for Tokyo athletes 

• Process outcomes for Paris-targeted athletes 

• Score points for 2022 Nations Cup season eligibility 
 
Maximum team size (pending the outcome of the UCI qualification process): 

• 5 women’s endurance 

• 3 women’s sprint 

• 5 men’s endurance 

• 3 men’s sprint 
 

Cycling Canada reserves the right to vary the team size or composition based on changing 
circumstances. 
 
Cycling Canada also reserves the right to enter additional, targeted riders in individual events.  
 
Eligible athletes: 
All athletes born in 2003 or earlier (UCI rule 3.2.001 and 9.2.024) who have been named to a 
performance pool. 
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All athletes must have achieved a Cycling Canada International Time Standard in the 12 months prior to 
selection, or the nominating coach must include an analysis of performance data that indicates the 
ability to be competitive in an international field. 
 
Pool selection: 
Athletes who achieve the following are automatically included in the selection pool: 

• Representing Canada at the Tokyo Olympics (these athletes must express interest by Sept. 7) 

• Finishing top 12 and top half of the field in a 2021 Nations Cup event 

• Earning an individual quota spot thorugh the UCI ranking 

• Finishing top 4 in an individual event at the 2021 UCI Junior Track World Championships 
 
Additional athletes may be added to the Selection Pool based on coach recommendations. These 
recommendations must be accompanied by a rationale detailing how these athletes are considered 
potential 2024 performers and must be approved by the HPD and HPC. 
 
Team selection: 
Selection to the Team will be made from the Selection Pool based on the recommendations of the 
program coaches and must be approved by the HPD and the HPC. 
 
The selection recommendations will take into account: 

• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to meet the performance objectives, based on 
training data, competition results over the last 12 months, and observations at the preparation 
camp; 

• Other factors as defined in Section 10.a of the General Selection Policy. 
 
Selection to the Start List of each event will be at the discretion of the National Coach, based on Section 
13 of the General Selection Policy. 
 
Selection of the World championships team will be done on or around the week of Sept. 17, 2021. 
 
Funding: 
This will be a partially funded project. Athletes may be asked to contribute to some of their expenses. 


