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SECTION 1: NATIONAL TRACK PROGRAM SELECTION OVERVIEW 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Cycling Canada’s national track cycling program is focused on one main goal: winning Olympic medals. 
Identifying and developing Olympic medalists is a long process, and this document is intended to clarify 
what our national coaches are looking for, where emerging athletes will be identified and the pathway 
they will take as they progress towards the Olympic podium. 
 
PATHWAY TO THE NATIONAL TRACK PROGRAMS 
 
The pathway to the national track programs begins at the Canadian track championships each year. This 
is where our national coaches will have first contact with most emerging athletes, and where those 
athletes can measure themselves against the best riders in Canada. 
 
Provincial, club and private coaches should make sure their emerging athletes are ready to perform at 
their best at the Canadian championships each year so they can meet Cycling Canada time standards 
and allow national coaches can get a more complete understanding of their abilities. 
 
However, athletes can also get the attention of the national coaches at any time of the year in other 
ways, including: 

• By meeting the Cycling Canada time standards (found on the Cycling Canada website here: 
http://www.cyclingcanada.ca/track/national-team/program-policies/) 

• Through official Cycling Canada talent ID camps 
• By coming to the attention of a national coach at other cycling events 
• By transferring directly from the high performance program of another, compatible sport (e.g. 

speedskating) 
 
Athletes identified through these means will be invited to take part in an assessment camp, which 
Cycling Canada will host at least once per year in women’s endurance, men’s endurance, women’s sprint 
and men’s sprint. At the end of the assessment camp, based on the national coach’s evaluation of the 
athlete, the number of athlete positions available and the strategic priorities of the relevant program, 
the athlete will be invited to either: 

• Be “fast tracked” directly into the national team program; or 
• Continue make progress with his or her provincial/club/personal coach in consultation with the 

national coach 
 
It is important to note that no athlete is guaranteed a place in the national program based on time 
standards alone. The athlete must also show that they are able to work effectively with the coaches, 
fellow athletes and support staff. 
 
ATHLETES IN THE NATIONAL TRACK PROGRAM 
 
As outlined in the Cycling Canada Quadrennial Plan (found on the Cycling Canada website here: 
http://www.cyclingcanada.ca/track/national-team/program-policies/) the national track programs are 
designed principally around achieving international success in the team events (team sprint and team 
pursuit), with performance in individual events as a secondary goal. 
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The training and competition schedule and the number of athletes in each national program (women’s 
endurance, men’s endurance, women’s sprint, men’s sprint) will vary depending on the size of the pool 
of identified athletes, their level of performance and the current international competition 
environment. 
 
Athletes within the program will have access to a range of support services, from sport science to 
equipment to travel and logistical support, based on the national coaches’ assessments of their needs, 
their current level of performance and Cycling Canada’s strategic priorities and budgetary constraints. 
These services are either available directly from Cycling Canada or through Canadian Sport Institutes.  
 
Athletes will be continually assessed against Cycling Canada’s time standards and the Podium Pathway, 
and there are no guaranteed spots at any level of the national track program. Athletes who do not show 
continual progression, or who are disruptive to others in the program, may be asked to leave. 
 
PERFORMANCE POOL 
 
Athletes in the national track program must qualify for the “Performance Pool” in order to be eligible for 
selection to represent Canada at international events. 
 
Athletes will qualify for the “Performance Pool” by meeting a minimum performance standard in the 
previous 12 months, either through past results or by meeting the time standards published on the 
Cycling Canada website. There are different minimum performance standards for individual and team 
events, appropriate to the level of competition the athlete is being selected for, as follows: 
 
Level of competition 
team is being selected for 

Minimum Performance Standard required of each athlete 
Past performance* Time standard* 

UCI C1-C3 -- Development 
Pan American Championships 
Commonwealth Games 
Pan American Games 

Top-3 result at this level or higher National 

UCI World Cups 
UCI World Championships 
Olympic Games 

Top-3 result at this level International 

* Within the 12 months prior to selection 
 
In exceptional cases, such as injury, national coaches may request an athlete who has not met the 
standards be named to the pool if a case can be made for competitiveness based on carefully 
documented objective performance analysis of the athlete. This request must be approved by the High 
Performance Director and may, in some circumstances, also require the approval of the Track Advisory 
Committee. For selection to the Pan American Games, Commonwealth Games or Olympic Games, the 
request must also be approved by the High Performance Committee. 
 
The list of athletes named to the Performance Pool will be published on the Cycling Canada website and 
updated as changes occur. 
 
 



CYCLING SPECIFIC SELECTION CRITERIA 
2015-2016 NATIONAL TRACK PROGRAMS 

DRAFT on Aug. 10, 2015  Page 4 of 6 

SECTION 2: SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
This section defines the specific selection criteria for Track athletes to be named to the following 
national team projects for the 2015-2016 season: 
 
Dates Event Location Team selection deadline 
Sept. 1-6, 2015 Elite Pan American Track Championships Santiago CHI Aug. 15, 2015 
Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 2015 UCI Track Cycling World Cup #1 Cali COL Oct. 12, 2015 
Dec. 5-6, 2015 UCI Track Cycling World Cup #2 Cambridge NZL Nov. 4, 2015 
Jan. 16-17, 2016 UCI Track Cycling World Cup #3 Hong Kong HKG Dec. 9, 2015 
March 2-6, 2016 UCI Track World Championships London GBR Jan. 20, 2016* 
* Pending the UCI publishing the qualification quotas for the world championships after World Cup #3 
 
Unless expressly stated otherwise in this document, these criteria are subject to the general conditions 
and criteria outlined in the Cycling Canada General Selection Policy, which can be found on the Cycling 
Canada website at www.cyclingcanada.ca/track/national-team/program-policies/. 
 
1. Elite Pan American Track Championships 
 
Performance objectives: 

1. Earning Olympic qualification points in the Team Pursuit and Team Sprint 
2. Earning Olympic qualification points in the Omnium, Sprint and keirin 
3. Podium results 

 
Eligible athletes: 
In order to be eligible for selection to team and individual events, athletes must have met the National 
time standard, as outlined above. 
 
Team selection: 
Selection to the Team will be based on the recommendations of the national coaches, taking into 
account the performance objectives, athletes’ international performances and Section 10.a of the 
General Selection Policy. Selection must be approved by the High Performance Director and the Track 
Advisory Committee. 
 
The selection recommendations will take into account: 
 

• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to meet the performance objectives; 
• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to earn Olympic qualification points in the Team 

events; 
• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to earn Olympic qualification points in the 

individual events; 
• Performances in UCI events between Nov. 1, 2014, and the selection deadline;  
• Performances at the 2015 Elite Canadian Track Championships; 
• Performances at Cycling Canada-hosted training camps between Nov. 1, 2014, and the 

selection deadline;  
• Other factors as defined in Section 10.a of the General Selection Policy. 

 

http://www.cyclingcanada.ca/track/national-team/program-policies/
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Selection to the Start List of each event will be at the discretion of the National Coach, based on Section 
13 of the General Selection Policy. 
 
2. 2015-2016 UCI Track Cycling World Cups I to III 
 
Performance objectives: 

1. Earning Olympic qualification points in the Team Pursuit and Team Sprint 
2. Earning Olympic qualification points in the Omnium, Sprint and Keirin 
3. Top 8 in team events 
4. Top 12 in individual events 

 
Eligible athletes: 
In order to be eligible for selection to team and individual events, athletes must have met the 
International time standard, as outlined above. 
 
For individual events, athletes must have qualified for the UCI World Cup through the UCI Eligibility 
Ranking, as described in the UCI rulebook (Part III, Chapter IV). 
 
Team selection: 
Selection to the Team will be based on the recommendations of the national coaches, taking into 
account the performance objectives, athletes’ international performances and Section 10.a of the 
General Selection Policy. Selection must be approved by the High Performance Director and the Track 
Advisory Committee. 
 
The selection recommendations will take into account: 
 

• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to meet the performance objectives; 
• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to earn Olympic qualification points in the Team 

events; 
• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to earn Olympic qualification points in the individual 

events; 
• Performances in UCI events between Nov. 1, 2014, and the selection deadline;  
• Performances at the 2015 Elite Canadian Track Championships; 
• Performances at Cycling Canada-hosted training camps between Nov. 1, 2014, and the selection 

deadline;  
• Other factors as defined in Section 10.a of the General Selection Policy. 

 
Selection to the Start List of each event will be at the discretion of the National Coach, based on Section 
13 of the General Selection Policy. 
 
Notes 

• In the case where Cycling Canada is not entered in a team event (Team Sprint, Team Pursuit), 
entry in individual events will be decided on a case-by-case basis, and based on the ability to 
meet the performance objectives and the long-term objectives of the program. 

 
3. 2016 UCI Track World Championships 
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Performance objectives: 
1. Earning Olympic qualification points in the Team Pursuit and Team Sprint 
2. Earning Olympic qualification points in the Omnium, Sprint and Keirin 
3. Top 6 in team events 
4. Top 10 in individual events 

 
Eligible athletes: 
In order to be eligible for selection to team and individual events, athletes must have met the 
International time standard, as outlined above. 
 
For individual events, athletes must have qualified for the world championships through the UCI World 
Cup rankings. 
 
For team events, Canada must have qualified for the world championships through the UCI Track World 
Cup rankings. 
 
Team selection: 
The national coaches will recommend the team for the World Championships based on the criteria in 
the order of priority listed below. Selection must be approved by the High Performance Director and the 
Track Advisory Committee. 
 
The selection recommendations will take into account: 
 

• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to meet the performance objectives; 
• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to earn Olympic qualification points in the Team 

events; 
• Coaches’ assessment of the athletes’ ability to earn Olympic qualification points in the individual 

events; 
• Performances in UCI events between Nov. 1, 2014, and the selection deadline;  
• Performances at the 2015 Elite Canadian Track Championships; 
• Performances at Cycling Canada-hosted training camps between Nov. 1, 2014, and the selection 

deadline;  
• Other factors as defined in Section 10.a of the General Selection Policy. 

 
Notes: 

• In the case where Cycling Canada is not entered in a team event (Team Sprint, Team Pursuit), 
entry in individual events will be decided on a case-by-case basis, relying on the national 
coaches’ assessment of each athlete’s ability to meet the performance objectives and the long-
term objectives of the program. 

• For events not on the Olympic program (Individual Pursuit, Scratch Race, Points Race, 
1,000m/500m Time Trial, Madison) athletes must have been selected to the Canadian team in 
one of the Olympic events, and they must have earned enough UCI eligibility points to qualify 
for the World Championship in that event. 


